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Qualifications:  
 
University of Manchester (2015-18) 

• 2:1 Bachelor’s in Philosophy, with Honours. Graduated in 2018. 
 
Birmingham City University (2018-19) 

• Master’s in Multiplatform and Mobile Journalism. This is a Broadcast Journalism 
Training Council (BJTC) accredited course. 

 Graduated with Merit in September 2019. 
 
Experience: 
 

• Birmingham Eastside (Sep 2018-Sept 2019) 
As of September 2018, I began writing for Birmingham Eastside, my former University 
online newspaper. The site is edited by my former lecturer and mentor, Paul 
Bradshaw. Paul manages the Online Journalism Blog, and has worked for several 
large news organisations such as the BBC, the Poynter Institute (U.S.), 
journalism.co.uk, Press Gazette, and The Guardian’s Data Blog.  
I was taught extracurricular classes in data journalism, in which I gained skills in 
coding, scraping, and website-building. As well as this, Paul closely examined all my 
work before uploading to the site, offering detailed stylistic feedback on all aspects of 
the work. I can confidently write posts for different websites by following their style 
guide, edit SEOs to maximize influx of traffic to the site, and use imagery and audio 
that will encourage the most engagement from audiences. I can also critically analyze 
other work as well as my own as a result of this.  
- Link to stories: https://birminghameastside.com/author/emilylowes/ 
 
• I Am Birmingham (November 2018-June 2019) 
I wrote and subedited for I Am Birmingham (IAB) for 8 months. This is an organization 
which does not pay journalists for freelance work, but we are a group made up of 
around 15 contributors. We have an online newsroom through which we 
communicate story ideas, leads, and contacts. I’ve taken a step back from writing to 
focus on editing posts for the site. My role includes checking grammar, spelling, and 
writing style to ensure they are coherent with the website’s code. I can also upload 
to the site in the absence of the managing editor. Part of my role also includes 
participating in editorial meetings in which we discuss the direction of the site and 
content we want to push.  

- The website can be accessed here: https://iambirmingham.co.uk/ 
- More specifically, my stories: 

https://www.iambirmingham.co.uk/author/emily-lowes/ 

https://birminghameastside.com/author/emilylowes/
https://iambirmingham.co.uk/
https://www.iambirmingham.co.uk/author/emily-lowes/
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• Birmingham Live (Birmingham Mail)  
In May 2019, I worked for Birmingham Live for a week as part of a work 
placement. Birmingham Live is the online version of the Birmingham Mail, which 
is the Second City’s largest news organization. I shadowed senior journalists and 
editors during my time, as well as attended the Magistrates’ Court in Birmingham 
City Centre to see how trial reporting takes place. I also was left alone to witness 
a trial take place during my time there and was given feedback on my notes.  
- The website can be accessed here: https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/ 
 

• Westside Business in Development  
I’ve been hired on multiple occasions by Westside BID, a development 
organization based in Birmingham, who have commissioned me to create video 
advertisements for their projects. I’m confident with video editing and shooting, 
as well as editorial decision making such as setting, medium, length & stylization.  
- Two of the videos can be found on my YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/mAGvzRkTghc 
 

Extra: 
 

• City Talk (October 2019)  
I was invited to my former University, BCU, to lead a talk with Lydia Polgreen, 
Editor-in-Chief of HuffPost about her award-winning career and passion for 
truthful storytelling. She travelled to Birmingham from New York City on the day, 
especially for the interview, which took place at HuffPost’s newly launched 
Centre for Journalism. The experience was incredible, the talk took place in front 
of a live audience of 100+ people including the editors of HuffPost UK, journalists, 
lecturers and students.  

 
• Online Journalism Blog 

I have interviewed Kevin Anderson, who has worked for companies such as CNN, 
BBC, Al Jazeera, and The Guardian. We spoke about the emergence of Nuzzel 
newsletters as a resource for connecting with audiences and filtering news 
content as a more personal level.  
- The story was published on OJB: https://onlinejournalismblog.com/tag/emily-

lowes/ 
 
Skills and software: 
 

• Adobe Premier Pro CC, Adobe Audition, Burli editing software, Photoshop, 
infogram 

• Radio production, podcast recording 
• TV production, documentary filming, news packages, interviewing 
• Online content writing, longform, shortform, short stories 
• Experience working in radio and TV studios as editor, producer and camera crew 

https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/mAGvzRkTghc
https://onlinejournalismblog.com/tag/emily-lowes/
https://onlinejournalismblog.com/tag/emily-lowes/
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• Social media management, live-tweeting, blogging, live-streaming 
• Sourcing information, finding and exploring datasets, scraping websites for 

specific data using tools, limited coding experience 
 
Interests: 
 

• I am endlessly passionate about social justice and reform. My work reflects 
personal interests and topical issues that I believe the general population are 
interested in. I shed light on said issues and portray potential solutions to the 
problems – I have written papers which evidence the fact solutions-led journalism 
can reengage audiences with the news (I can provide these papers upon request). 
 

• Current affairs and social media trends are also of great interest to me, I was 
recently asked to speak on BBC West Midlands about the difference between 
cultural appreciation and appropriation, especially within the digital age. As a 
journalist, it is imperative to remain unbiased and impartial, however, I believe if 
there are things we should be talking about as a community then it can be the 
role of the journalist to prompt the discussion.  
  

• Recently I’m blogging more frequently. I maintain a Nuzzel newsletter which is 
published to my subscribers via email on a weekly basis, and I’m hoping to 
increase the regularity of this to a daily publication. Blogging and publishing 
newsletters is not only a great way to build a following, I believe it’s also a 
sustainable, measurable strategy for self-improvement. Blogging mirrors a public, 
online diary, which can be traced back to it’s very beginning; this makes it a 
fantastic way to track my progress as a writer and a journalist. It also makes me 
feel comfortable engaging with my audience, I feel I can be relatable and 
therefore contactable.  

 
• Aside from book-worming, I’m very much into fitness. I try to go to the gym as 

much as possible, I love hitting personal bests. This is a trait which pertains to all 
aspects of my life; I always try to push myself as hard as I can. Nutrition and clean 
living, alongside environmentally friendly consumption is also of great interest to 
me.  

 
• I have a vested interest in solutions journalism, I think it is an effective form of 

communicating issues in an active way to the public. I have based two of my MA 
research proposal projects around solutions journalism and its proposed (and 
proved) positive effects on consumer engagement with the news. This is 
something I would like to pursue in my career as a journalist.  

 
Links: 
 
Portfolio: https://www.clippings.me/emilylowes 
Audio clippings: https://soundcloud.com/user-32345132 

https://www.clippings.me/emilylowes
https://soundcloud.com/user-32345132


4 

YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8rhBM7OaTBj7HOZC7Lr-
qQ/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=0&view_as=subscriber 
 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/emily-lowes-62a34b16a/ 
Twitter: @EmilyJLowes 
 
If you require any additional information, please contact me on (+44) 7713726488, or 
emilylowes1997@gmail.com 
 
References: 
 

- Steve Dyson, Dyson Media/Westside BID, freelance employer, 
stevedysonmedia@gmail.com 

- Paul Bradshaw, mentor, Editor at Birmingham Eastside, 
paul.bradshaw@bcu.ac.uk 

- Diane Kemp, mentor, diane.kemp@bcu.ac.uk 
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